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The Child Development Associate® (CDA)  
Credential™ State Resources for Higher 
Education  

 
Many colleges and universities offer academic credit for prior learning to students who have already 
completed the Child Development Associate® (CDA) Credential™. Other institutions have designed 
coursework to support CDA® preparation by covering the 8 CDA Subject Areas in foundation-level 
courses such as “Introduction to Early Childhood Education and Human Growth and Development.”  

While students may use any approved early childhood coursework toward CDA credential preparation, 
the chart below documents colleges and universities that provide specific website information 
documenting credit for prior learning for the CDA credential and/or offering coursework specifically 
aligned with CDA credential preparation requirements.  

Please note that information may change as new institutions offer early childhood coursework to fulfill 
CDA preparation or provide academic credit to students who have earned the CDA credential. 

State CDA® in State 
ECE Systems 

State Resources for CDA® Alignment in 
Higher Education 

Alabama 
 

The CDA, with additional 
training and experience, 
qualifies educators as auxiliary 
teachers in pre-K.  
 
The CDA qualifies as level 2 of 
the Alabama credentials 
pathway, which specifies 
state-specific core content.  
 
State information:  
• Alabama Workforce 

Development 
• Alabama Credentials 

Pathway 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:  
• Alabama State University: CDA Training 
• Jefferson State Community College: CDA Training 
• Wallace State: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• Alabama Registered Apprenticeship 
• Troy University: Registered Apprenticeship 
• Wallace State: Registered Apprenticeship 
• Alabama School Readiness Alliance: Registered 

Apprenticeship 

CDA funding: 
• TEACH Early Childhood Alabama 

Alaska 
 

The CDA is recommended for 
all early childhood educators, 
with funding available.  
 
State information:  
• Alaska SEED CDA 

Credential 
• Alaska Learn and Grow 

Goals 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:  
• University of Alaska Fairbanks: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• Alaska Registered Apprenticeship 

CDA funding: 
• CDA Renewal Award 

https://dhr.alabama.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Alabama-Pathways-Report.pdf
https://dhr.alabama.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Alabama-Pathways-Report.pdf
https://www.children.alabama.gov/educators/workforce-development/
https://www.children.alabama.gov/educators/workforce-development/
https://dhr.alabama.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Alabama-Pathways-Report.pdf
https://dhr.alabama.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Alabama-Pathways-Report.pdf
https://careertraining.alasu.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://www.jeffersonstate.edu/programs/child-development/cda-credential/
https://wallacestate.cleancatalog.net/child-development
https://www.children.alabama.gov/educators/workforce-development/
https://today.troy.edu/news/troy-partners-establish-first-early-childhood-education-apprenticeship/
https://www.wallacestate.edu/news/2023/03/13/childhood_development_apprenticeship.html
https://alabamaschoolreadiness.org/alabamas-first-apprenticeship-for-early-childhood-educators-established/
https://alabamaschoolreadiness.org/alabamas-first-apprenticeship-for-early-childhood-educators-established/
https://alabamapartnershipforchildren.org/our-work/t-e-a-c-h/
https://www.threadalaska.org/seed/career-pathways/credentials/cda-credential
https://www.threadalaska.org/seed/career-pathways/credentials/cda-credential
https://www.threadalaska.org/learn-and-grow/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2020/11/Learn-Grow-Program-Guide_FINAL.pdf
https://www.threadalaska.org/learn-and-grow/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2020/11/Learn-Grow-Program-Guide_FINAL.pdf
https://www.uaf.edu/academics/programs/associates/early-childhood-education.php
https://awib.alaska.gov/apprentice/
https://www.threadalaska.org/seed/financial-support/child-development-associate
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State CDA® in State 
ECE Systems 

State Resources for CDA® Alignment in 
Higher Education 

Arizona 
 

The CDA qualifies educators 
to be teachers in a child care 
facility.  
 
CDA coursework covered by 
T.E.A.C.H grant must be taken 
for college credit at an 
approved Arkansas college. 
 
State information: 
• Arizona Department of 

Education: CDA Fact 
Sheet 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:  
• Arizona Community Colleges: CDA Training 
• Arizona Western College (Family Child Care): CDA 

Training 
• Estrella Mountain Community College: CDA Training 
• Phoenix College: CDA Training 
• Pima Community College: CDA Training 
• University of Arizona Global Campus: CDA Training  

Career and technical education: 
• Arizona Early Childhood Educator Apprenticeships 

CDA funding: 
• First Things First 

Arkansas 
 

The CDA fulfills 30 hours of 
the state birth – pre-K teaching 
credential, including Infant, 
Toddler, and Preschool. 
 
State information: 
• Division of Early 

Childhood 
• Arkansas Better 

Beginnings  
 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:  
• Arkansas State University: CDA Training 
• University of Arkansas Hope: CDA Training 
• University of Arkansas Monticello: CDA Training 
• University of Arkansas Rich Mountain: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• University of Arkansas Fort Smith: ECE Pre-

Apprenticeship 

CDA funding: 
• TEACH Early Childhood Arkansas 

California The CDA counts as 24 
semester hours for a teacher 
or master teacher. 
 
State information: 
• California Quality Counts 
 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:  
• California State University Stanislaus: CDA Training 
• Santa Monica College: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• California HS ECE Pre-Apprenticeship 
• California Early Childhood Education Child 

Development Apprenticeship 

CDA funding: 
• N/A 

Colorado The CDA counts for Infant, 
Toddler or Preschool 
educators, and as a substitute 
teacher for family child care.  
 
State information on 
requirements for directors 
and ECE teachers:  
• Code of Colorado 

Regulations 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training: 
• Colorado State University: CDA Training 
• Pueblo Community College: CDA Training 
• Red Rocks Community College: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• Colorado Apprenticeship 
• Colorado Mesa University Apprenticeship 
• Red Rocks Community College Apprenticeship 

CDA funding: 
• TEACH Early Childhood Colorado 

https://extension.arizona.edu/sites/default/files/2024-08/az1880-2021.pdf
https://www.azwestern.edu/degrees-and-certificates/occupational-certificate/family-childcare-child-development-associate-cda
https://www.azwestern.edu/degrees-and-certificates/occupational-certificate/family-childcare-child-development-associate-cda
https://careertraining.estrellamountain.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://www.phoenixcollege.edu/degrees-certificates/early-childhood-education/pathway-cda
https://www.pima.edu/academics-programs/degrees-certificates/education/early-childhood/child-development-assoc-cert/index.html
https://www.uagc.edu/cda
https://des.az.gov/featured-story/arizonas-first-early-childhood-educator-apprenticeship-program-provides-participants
https://azearlychildhood.org/advance-your-career/scholarships-and-incentives/first-things-first-college-scholarship/
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/offices/office-of-early-childhood
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/offices/office-of-early-childhood
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/
https://ed2go.degree.astate.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://www.uaht.edu/academics/cp-child-development-associate.php
https://catalog.uamont.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=2&poid=338&returnto=90&print
https://www.uarichmountain.edu/certificates/early-childhood.html
https://uafs.edu/admissions/concurrent/ece-pre-apprenticeship.php
https://uafs.edu/admissions/concurrent/ece-pre-apprenticeship.php
https://arkansasearlychildhood.org/teach/
https://www.ctc.ca.gov/credentials/leaflets/child-development-permits-(cl-797)/child-develop-and-school-age-matrix
https://careertraining.csustan.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based-voucher-included/
https://commed.smc.edu/index.cfm?method=templates.CustomTemplatePreview&ContentID=384
https://ecepts.org/apprenticeships-2/
https://www.cccco.edu/-/media/CCCCO-Website/docs/presentation-slides/Early-Childhood-Apprenticeship-Program-Model.pdf?la=en&hash=7C02AB4185B68338B7EEBE6BF44F6758E34023C2
https://www.cccco.edu/-/media/CCCCO-Website/docs/presentation-slides/Early-Childhood-Apprenticeship-Program-Model.pdf?la=en&hash=7C02AB4185B68338B7EEBE6BF44F6758E34023C2
https://licensingregulations.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/licensing_regulation/CO_Center_Dec_2021_508.pdf
https://licensingregulations.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/licensing_regulation/CO_Center_Dec_2021_508.pdf
https://careertraining.online.colostate.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based-voucher-included/
https://pueblocc.edu/ChildhoodProfessionals
https://www.rrcc.edu/child-care-innovations/child-development-associate-credential-program-cda
https://cdec.colorado.gov/apprenticeship-program
https://www.coloradomesa.edu/now/2023/08/excellence-in-early-childhood-education-through-apprenticeships.html
https://www.rrcc.edu/child-care-innovations/child-care-development-specialist-apprenticeship-program-0
https://www.ecclacolorado.org/teach-applicant
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State CDA® in State 
ECE Systems 

State Resources for CDA® Alignment in 
Higher Education 

Connecticut 
 
 

The CDA with additional 
experience qualifies an 
educator as a lead teacher in 
a child daycare center for 
infants, toddlers and 
preschool. 
 
State information:  
• CDA in Connecticut 

teaching requirements 
• Connecticut Early 

Childhood Professional 
Registry 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:  
• Connecticut State Community College: CDA Training  
• Capitol Community College: CDA Training 
• Carter Oak State College: CDA Training 
• Housatonic Community College: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• Connecticut Center-Based Educator Registered 

Apprenticeship  
• Connecticut Registered Apprenticeship 

CDA funding: 
• N/A 

Delaware The CDA fulfills requirements 
for infant, toddler, assistant, or 
family child care educators.  
 
State information: 
• Delaware Department of 

Education 
• Delaware Department of 

Education: CDA 

Colleges and universities offering course credit for the 
CDA: 
• Delaware offers College Credit for CDA 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:  
• Delaware Community College: CDA Training 
• Delaware State University Early Childhood Innovation 

Center (ECIC): CDA Training 
• Delaware Technical Community College: CDA Training 
• Delaware Valley University: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• Delaware Registered Apprenticeship 

CDA funding: 
• Child Development Associate Scholarship 

District of 
Columbia 

The CDA or an associate 
degree is required for 
assistant infant, toddler, and 
pre-K teachers. 
 
State information:  
• Office of the State 

Superintendent of 
Education 

 
 
 
 

Colleges and universities offering course credit for the 
CDA:  
• University of the District of Columbia: CDA Articulation  

Colleges and universities offering CDA training: 
• American University: CDA Training 
• Keystone University: CDA Training 
• Trinity Washington University: CDA Training 
• University of the District of Columbia: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• D.C. First Step 

CDA funding: 
• DC LEAD 

https://www.ctoec.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/CTDOL-APPENDIX-Early-Childhood-Educator-I-2024-1.pdf
https://www.ctoec.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/CTDOL-APPENDIX-Early-Childhood-Educator-I-2024-1.pdf
https://www.ctoec.org/professional-development-and-technical-assistance/early-childhood-professional-registry/
https://www.ctoec.org/professional-development-and-technical-assistance/early-childhood-professional-registry/
https://www.ctoec.org/professional-development-and-technical-assistance/early-childhood-professional-registry/
https://catalog.ctstate.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=24&coid=40180
https://catalog.ctstate.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=24&coid=40180
https://www.charteroak.edu/certificates/child-development-associate-training-certificate.php
https://catalog.ctstate.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=24&coid=40180
https://www.ctoec.org/center-based-educator-registered-apprenticeship/
https://www.ctoec.org/center-based-educator-registered-apprenticeship/
https://www.ctoec.org/center-based-educator-registered-apprenticeship/
https://education.delaware.gov/educators/child-care-licensing-and-careers/educator-credentialing/become_an_educator/educator_requirements_birth_to_grade_2/
https://education.delaware.gov/educators/child-care-licensing-and-careers/educator-credentialing/become_an_educator/educator_requirements_birth_to_grade_2/
https://education.delaware.gov/educators/child-care-licensing-and-careers/educator-credentialing/become_an_educator/educator_requirements_birth_to_grade_2/
https://news.delaware.gov/2024/07/31/early-childhood-professionals-to-earn-up-to-12-college-credits-for-cda-under-new-agreements/
https://catalog.dccc.edu/academic-programs/programs-study/child-development-associate-certificate-competency/
https://news.delaware.gov/2024/07/31/early-childhood-professionals-to-earn-up-to-12-college-credits-for-cda-under-new-agreements/
https://www.dtcc.edu/academics/programs-study/early-child-care/
https://careertraining.delval.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://labor.delaware.gov/divisions/employment-training/apprenticeship-and-training/
https://ecic.desu.edu/child-development-associate-cda/
https://osse.dc.gov/page/teacher
https://osse.dc.gov/page/teacher
https://osse.dc.gov/page/teacher
https://careertechdc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/University-of-DC-CC-CTE-Program-Articulation-Agreement-with-DCPS.pdf
https://www.american.edu/soe/undergraduate/child-development-associate-cda%C2%AE-program.cfm
https://www.keystone.edu/project/child-development-associate-credential-cda/
https://www2.trinitydc.edu/academic_program/certificate-in-child-development/
https://www.udc.edu/cc/programs-majors/education-aa
https://osse.dc.gov/page/education-requirements-early-childhood-workforce-resources-and-supports
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State CDA® in State 
ECE Systems 

State Resources for CDA® Alignment in 
Higher Education 

Florida The CDA fulfills the Florida 
state child care staff and 
professional credentials 
pathway.  
 
State information: 
• Florida Department of 

Children and Families 
• Florida Paths to Earning a 

Staff Credential 
 

Colleges and universities offering course credit for the 
CDA: 
• Florida Department of Education Offers 9 Credit Hours: 

CDA Articulation Agreement  

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:  
• Broward College: CDA Training 
• Florida Atlantic University: CDA Training 
• Nova Southeastern University Florida: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• Florida Registered Apprenticeship 
• Manatee Technical College ECE Apprenticeship 

CDA funding: 
• TEACH Early Childhood Florida 

Georgia The CDA is one of the 
credentials that will satisfy 
state licensing requirements 
for lead teachers in licensed 
and registered child care 
programs and assistant 
teachers/paraprofessionals in 
Georgia’s pre-K programs.  
 
State information:  
• Georgia Department of 

Early Care and Learning 
 
 
 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training: 
• Ashworth College: CDA Training 
• Chattahoochee Technical College: CDA Training 
• Middle Georgia State University: CDA Training 
• Georgia Northwestern Technical College: CDA Training 
• Georgia Piedmont Technical College: CDA Training  
• Georgia Southern University: CDA Training 
• Southern Crecent Technical College: CDA Training 
• University of West Georgia: CDA Training 
• Wiregrass Georgia Technical College: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• Georgia HS CTE Pre-Apprenticeship 
• Georgia Technical College System 

CDA funding:  
• Georgia DECAL Scholars 

Hawaii The CDA applies to center 
infant, toddler, and pre-K lead 
teachers, along with additional 
experience and college credit. 
 
State information:  
• State of Hawaii DHS 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:  
• University of Hawaii: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• Hawaii PATCH 

CDA funding:  
• Department of Human Services 

Idaho The CDA qualifies as level 2 
on the Idaho STARS 
credentialing pathway.  
 
State information: 
• Idaho Stars: CDA 

Credential 
• Idaho Stars Credential 

Pathway 
 
 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training: 
• College of Eastern Idaho: CDA Training  
• College of Western Idaho: CDA Training 
• Idaho State University: CDA Training 
• North Idaho College: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• Idaho Apprenticeship 

CDA funding:  
• Idaho Stars 

https://www.myflfamilies.com/childcaretraining
https://www.myflfamilies.com/childcaretraining
https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/18532/urlt/1413121004-CPREC001.pdf
https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/18532/urlt/1413121004-CPREC001.pdf
https://www.broward.edu/academics/education/as-early-childhood-ed/national-cda.html
https://www.fau.edu/continuinged/edtogo/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://education.nova.edu/non-degree/cda-credential.html
https://www.fldoe.org/academics/career-adult-edu/apprenticeship-programs/
https://www.manateetech.edu/programs/career-and-technical-education/early-childhood-education-apprenticeship/
https://incentives-fl.org/scholarships/
https://families.decal.ga.gov/About
https://families.decal.ga.gov/About
https://www.ashworthcollege.edu/career-certificates/child-development-associate-cda-certificate/curriculum/
https://www.chattahoocheetech.edu/earlychildhood/
https://careertraining.mga.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://ce.gntc.edu/search/publicCourseSearchDetails.do?method=load&courseId=1141462&courseTitle=child-development-associate&selectedProgramAreaId=1018432&selectedProgramStreamId=
https://careertraining.gptc.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://careertraining.georgiasouthern.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://careertraining.sctech.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://professionaltraining.westga.edu/training-programs/child-development-professional-voucher-included/
https://www.wiregrass.edu/course-catalog/wiregrass-student-handboo-2023-2024/programs/cda-preparation-ce71
https://www.decalscholars.com/cda-application-fee-scholarships-high-school/
https://www.tcsg.edu/high-school-students/
https://www.decalscholars.com/cda-scholarships/
https://humanservices.hawaii.gov/bessd/files/2013/01/DHS-970-Reference-Guide-for-Preschool-Staff-Qualifications.pdf
https://careertraining.hawaii.hawaii.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://www.patchhawaii.org/programs/providers/cda-pathways-program/
https://humanservices.hawaii.gov/bessd/child-care-program/child-care-licensing/training-ans-scholarships-for-child-care-providers/
https://idahostars.org/portals/61/Docs/Providers/PDS/CDAFlier.pdf
https://idahostars.org/portals/61/Docs/Providers/PDS/CDAFlier.pdf
https://idahostars.org/portals/61/Docs/Providers/STQ/STQ_WelcomePacket_11-2017.pdf
https://idahostars.org/portals/61/Docs/Providers/STQ/STQ_WelcomePacket_11-2017.pdf
https://careertraining.cei.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://cwi.edu/program/early-childhood-education
https://career.cetrain.isu.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://www.nic.edu/programs/child-development/
https://www.labor.idaho.gov/job-seekers/on-the-job-training/apprenticeships/
https://idahostars.org/Professional-Development
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State CDA® in State 
ECE Systems 

State Resources for CDA® Alignment in 
Higher Education 

Illinois The CDA fulfills requirements 
for infant, toddler, pre-K, and 
family child care teachers. 
 
State information: 
• Illinois Gateways to 

Opportunity 
• Illinois Early Childhood 

Access Consortium for 
Equity: CDA Articulation 

 
 
 

Colleges and universities offering course credit for the 
CDA: 
• Chicago State University: CDA Articulation 
• Heartland Community College: CDA Credit for Prior 

Learning  
• Lincoln Land Community College: CDA Credit for Prior 

Learning 
• Triton College: CDA Credit for Prior Learning 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training: 
• Chicago State University: CDA Training 
• Harper College: CDA Training 
• Governors State University: CDA Training 
• Illinois Valley Community College: CDA Training 
• McHenry County College: CDA Training 
• Northern Illinois University: CDA Training 
• University of Illinois Springfield: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• Illinois Smart Start Early Childhood Apprenticeship 

Program 

CDA funding:  
• Gateways to Opportunity 

Indiana The CDA qualifies educators 
as lead teacher for infants, 
toddlers, and pre-K educators.  
 
State information:  
• Indiana AEYC 

 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training: 
• Ivy Tech Community College (19 locations): CDA 

Training 
Indiana University Northwest: CDA Training 

• Indiana University South Bend: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• Early Childhood Education Registered Teacher 

Apprenticeship 
• Ivy Tech Community College Early Childhood 

Apprenticeship 

CDA funding: 
• TEACH Early Childhood Indiana 

Iowa The CDA qualifies educators 
as a lead teacher for infants, 
toddlers, pre-K, family child 
care educator, and home 
visitor. 
 
State information: 
• Iowa AEYC 
 
 
 
 
 

Colleges and universities offering course credit for the 
CDA: 
• Iowa recognizes the CDA as part of the Iowa Quality 

Rating System and recommends four 3-credit college 
courses: IAAEYC Recommendations 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training: 
• Drake University (Head Start): CDA Training 
• Iowa Western Community College: CDA Training 
• Eastern Iowa Community Colleges: CDA Training 
• Southwestern Community College: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• Iowa Registered Apprenticeship 
• Iowa High School CDA CTE 

https://www.ilgateways.com/index.php/ece-credential-levels-2-6
https://www.ilgateways.com/index.php/ece-credential-levels-2-6
https://www.ecace.org/assets/documents/Consortium-Members/about/APPROVED_Final_CDA_Recommendations_6.14.22.pdf
https://careertraining.csu.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://www.heartland.edu/earlychildhood/cda.html
https://www.heartland.edu/earlychildhood/cda.html
https://www.llcc.edu/explore/social-sciences-and-business/early-childhood-education
https://www.llcc.edu/explore/social-sciences-and-business/early-childhood-education
https://www.triton.edu/about/dept/academic/arts-and-sciences/education-department/
https://careertraining.csu.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://onlinetraining.harpercollege.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://www.govst.edu/online-cda-training/
https://careertraining.ivcc.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://www.mchenry.edu/ece2/
https://careertraining.ed2go.niu.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based-voucher-included/
https://careertraining.uis.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://www.ilgateways.com/smart-start/smart-start-early-childhood-apprenticeship-program
https://www.ilgateways.com/smart-start/smart-start-early-childhood-apprenticeship-program
https://www.ilgateways.com/financial-opportunities/scholarship
https://inaeyc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/inaeyc-CDA-Support.pdf
https://www.ivytech.edu/programs/all-academic-programs/school-of-arts-sciences-education/education-early-childhood/
https://www.ivytech.edu/programs/all-academic-programs/school-of-arts-sciences-education/education-early-childhood/
https://careertraining.northwest.iu.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://careertraining.ed2go.com/iusb/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://www.in.gov/doe/students/indianas-early-childhood-education-registered-teacher-apprenticeship/
https://www.in.gov/doe/students/indianas-early-childhood-education-registered-teacher-apprenticeship/
https://www.ivytech.edu/about-ivy-tech/news/all-locations/2025/ivy-tech-registers-early-childhood-education-apprenticeship-program-with-us-department-of-labor/
https://www.ivytech.edu/about-ivy-tech/news/all-locations/2025/ivy-tech-registers-early-childhood-education-apprenticeship-program-with-us-department-of-labor/
https://inaeyc.org/programs/teach/scholarship-model/
https://iowaaeyc.org/programs/cda-credential/
https://iowaaeyc.org/programs/cda-credential/
https://drakeheadstart.org/about/ccp/
https://careertraining.iwcc.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://eicc.edu/classes-programs/pathway/culinary-education/early-childhood/
https://www.swcciowa.edu/business-and-community-development/ecepat/child-development-associate
https://workforce.iowa.gov/apprenticeship/educators
https://educate.iowa.gov/press-release/2024-06-12/iowa-department-education-announces-five-credentials-child-care-careers-pilot-programs


 
1441 L Street NW, Suite 600, Washington, DC 20005 | (800) 424-4310 | www.cdacouncil.org 

State CDA® in State 
ECE Systems 

State Resources for CDA® Alignment in 
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Iowa 
(continued) 

 CDA funding: 
• TEACH Early Childhood Iowa 

Kansas The CDA qualifies educators 
for level 3 with 9 ECE college 
credits. Level 4 includes the 
CDA with enhancements.  
 
State information: 
• Career Pathway for 

Kansas Child Care 
Professionals 

 
 
 

Colleges and universities offering course credit for the 
CDA:  
• Allen Community College: CDA Credit for Prior 

Learning 
• Barton Community College: CDA Credit for Prior 

Learning 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training: 
• Butler Community College: CDA Training 
• Kansas City Kansas Community College: CDA Training 
• Highland Community College: CDA Training 
• Metropolitan Community College (Kansas City): CDA 

Training 
• Washburn Tech: CDA Training  

Career and technical education: 
• Kansas Apprenticeship 

CDA funding:  
• Kansas Child Care Training Opportunities (KCCTO) 

scholarship 

Kentucky The CDA qualifies educators 
for level 2 in the Kentucky 
career lattice.  
 
State information:  
• Kentucky Cabinet for 

Health and Family 
Services 

 
 
 
  

Colleges and universities offering CDA training: 
• Eastern Kentucky University: CDA Training 
• Morehead State University: CDA Training 
• Murry State University: CDA Training  
• Western Kentucky University: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• Kentucky Workforce Apprenticeships 
• Kentucky Early Childhood Apprenticeships 

CDA funding:  
• The Non-College Scholarship Program 

Louisiana The CDA is a qualifying 
credential for the early 
childhood ancillary certificate 
program. 
 
State information:  
• Louisiana Ancillary 

Certificate 
• Initial Louisiana 

Department of Education 
 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:  
• Delgado Community College: CDA Training 
• Northwestern State University: CDA Training  
• University of Louisiana Lafayette: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• Louisiana JumpStart 
• Louisiana State University ECE Registered 

Apprenticeship 

CDA funding:  
• Louisiana Pathways 

https://iowaaeyc.org/programs/teach/
https://kschildrenscabinet.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Career_Pathways.pdf
https://www.allencc.edu/academics/early-childhood-education-certificates
https://www.allencc.edu/academics/early-childhood-education-certificates
https://www.bartonccc.edu/programs/early-childhood
https://www.bartonccc.edu/programs/early-childhood
https://careertraining.butlercc.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://careertraining.kckcc.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://careertraining.highland.edu/training-programs/child-development-professional-voucher-included/
https://mcckc.edu/programs/early-childhood-education/index.aspx
https://mcckc.edu/programs/early-childhood-education/index.aspx
https://careertraining.washburn.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://ksapprenticeship.org/youth/schools-and-school-districts/
https://www.ccpcofks.com/kccto-scholarship-application
https://www.ccpcofks.com/kccto-scholarship-application
https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/professionaldevelopment.aspx
https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/professionaldevelopment.aspx
https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/professionaldevelopment.aspx
https://careertraining.eku.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://www.moreheadstate.edu/academics/programs/child-development-associate-credential-cda
https://www.murraystate.edu/academics/care/RegionalCampus/hopkinsville/cda.aspx
https://careertraining.wku.edu/training-programs/child-development-professional-voucher-included/
https://kyecac.ky.gov/workforce/Pages/Apprenticeships.aspx
https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/professionaldevelopment.aspx
https://www.teachlouisiana.net/pdf/applications/Early_Childhood_Ancillary_Initial_Application.pdf
https://www.teachlouisiana.net/pdf/applications/Early_Childhood_Ancillary_Initial_Application.pdf
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/early-childhood/preparing-and-certifying-teachers
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/early-childhood/preparing-and-certifying-teachers
https://www.dcc.edu/academics/liberal-arts-social-sciences-education/programs/cdyc/certificate.aspx
https://careertraining.nsula.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based-voucher-included/
https://careerpathways.louisiana.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://www.jstart.org/our-work/locations/louisiana/
https://www.lsu.edu/chse/news/2024/registered-apprenticeship-regents.php
https://www.lsu.edu/chse/news/2024/registered-apprenticeship-regents.php
https://documentproviderviewer.nsula.edu/?id=7506
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State CDA® in State 
ECE Systems 

State Resources for CDA® Alignment in 
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Maine The CDA qualifies educators 
at level three in the Maine 
Roads to Quality Direct Care 
Lattice.   
 
State information:  
• Maine Roads to Quality 
• Maine Child Care 

Licensing Rules with CDA 
qualifications.  

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:  
• Central Maine Community College: CDA Training 
• Northern Maine Community College: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• Maine ECE Registered Apprenticeship Program 
• Maine Apprenticeship Program 

CDA funding: 
• TEACH Early Childhood Maine 

Maryland The CDA counts toward 
requirements for teachers in 
child care centers or family 
child care settings.  
 
State information: 
• Maryland Division of Early 

Childhood  
Maryland Child Care 
Center Staff Requirements 

 
 
 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training: 
• Allegany College of Maryland: CDA Training 
• Anne Arundel Community College: CDA Training 
• Chesapeake College: CDA Training 
• Hagerstown Community College: CTE Training 
• Harford Community College: CDA Training 
• Howard Community College: CDA Training 
• Montgomery College: CDA Training 
• University of Maryland Baltimore County: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• University of Maryland: CDA Training Apprenticeships 

CDA funding: 
• Early Care and Education Initiative (ECEI) Pathway 

Scholarship 
• Maryland Early EdCorp Scholarship 

Massachusetts 
 
 

The CDA meets course 
substitutions for infant, toddler, 
and pre-K teachers for level 1. 
The CDA meets course 
substitutions for lead teachers 
at level 2. Lead teachers may 
qualify if they are 21 years old 
with supervised work 
experience and holding the 
CDA.  
 
State information: 
• Department of Early 

Education and Care 
• Minimum Hiring 

Requirements 
• MA Educator Qualification 

Packet 
 
 

Colleges and universities offering course credit for the 
CDA: 
• Massachusetts community colleges offer credit for prior 

learning for the CDA. 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:  
• Bunker Hill Community College: CDA Training 
• Cape Cod Community College: CDA Training 
• Greenfield Community College: CDA Training 
• Holyoke Community College: CDA Training 
• Mount Wachusett Community College: CDA Training 
• Springfield Technical Community College: CDA 

Training 
• Urban College of Boston: CDA Training 
• Westfield State University: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• Boston, MA: Neighborhood Villages 
• Massachusetts Apprenticeships 

CDA funding: 
• Early Childhood Educators Scholarship 
• Early Childhood Career Pathways Program 

https://www.mrtq.org/directcarelattice/
https://www.mrtq.org/directcarelattice/
https://www.mrtq.org/
https://careertraining.cmcc.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://careertraining.ed2go.com/nmcc/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://www.mrtq.org/maine-ece-registered-apprenticeship-program/
https://www.mrtq.org/maine-ece-registered-apprenticeship-program/
https://www.maineaeyc.org/teach
https://earlychildhood.marylandpublicschools.org/child-care-providers/office-child-care/credentialing-branch/child-care-credential-program#:~:text=The%20Maryland%20Child%20Care%20Credential,of%20the%20child%20care%20workforce.
https://earlychildhood.marylandpublicschools.org/child-care-providers/office-child-care/credentialing-branch/child-care-credential-program#:~:text=The%20Maryland%20Child%20Care%20Credential,of%20the%20child%20care%20workforce.
https://earlychildhood.marylandpublicschools.org/system/files/filedepot/3/chart-center-staff_requirements_jan_09_revised_march_2016.pdf
https://earlychildhood.marylandpublicschools.org/system/files/filedepot/3/chart-center-staff_requirements_jan_09_revised_march_2016.pdf
https://www.allegany.edu/ce/child-care-certification/cda-child-development-associate.html
https://www.aacc.edu/programs-and-courses/job-training/child-care/
https://www.chesapeake.edu/program/child-development-associate-%C2%96-center-based/
https://www.hagerstowncc.edu/child-care-courses#:~:text=The%20Child%20Development%20Associate%20(CDA)%20Credential%20is,specific%20course%20designed%20to%20navigate%20through%20the
https://www.harford.edu/academics/workforce-career-programs/programs/child-care.php
https://www.howardcc.edu/programs-courses/continuing-education/courses/child-care-certification/cda-child-development-associate/
https://www.montgomerycollege.edu/academics/liberal-arts-and-education/school-of-education/early-childhood-education-programs.html
https://careertraining.umbc.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://education.umd.edu/maryland-early-edcorp
https://www.montgomerycollege.edu/academics/liberal-arts-and-education/school-of-education/childcare-teacher-scholarships.html
https://www.montgomerycollege.edu/academics/liberal-arts-and-education/school-of-education/childcare-teacher-scholarships.html
https://education.umd.edu/maryland-early-edcorp
https://www.mass.gov/doc/professional-qualifications-certification-requirements-and-frequently-asked-questions-0/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/professional-qualifications-certification-requirements-and-frequently-asked-questions-0/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/minimum-hiring-requirement-policies-for-educators-updated/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/minimum-hiring-requirement-policies-for-educators-updated/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/eec-educators-qualifications-packet/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/eec-educators-qualifications-packet/download
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/early-childhood-career-pathways-programs-at-massachusetts-community-colleges
https://careertraining.bhcc.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://www.capecod.edu/career-pathways-grant/
https://www.gcc.mass.edu/education/career-pathways/
https://catalog.hcc.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=12&poid=1470&returnto=499
https://careertraining.mwcc.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://www.stcc.edu/explore/programs/cda.coc/
https://www.stcc.edu/explore/programs/cda.coc/
https://www.urbancollege.edu/associate-degrees-overview
https://careertraining.westfield.ma.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://www.neighborhoodvillages.org/apprenticeships
https://www.mass.gov/news/healey-driscoll-administration-announces-four-new-partnerships-to-build-early-education-workforce
https://www.mass.gov/how-to/apply-for-the-early-childhood-educators-ece-scholarship
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/early-childhood-career-pathways-programs-at-massachusetts-community-colleges
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Michigan The CDA qualifies for 
professional career pathway 
level P1 for associate and lead 
teachers in child care, school 
age, or family group child care 
homeowner or assistant. The 
CDA plus an associate degree 
and experience applies to lead 
teachers. 
 
State information:  
• Michigan Department of 

Education 
 
 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:  
• Central Michigan University: CDA Training 
• Grand Rapids Community College: CDA Training 
• Kellogg Community College: CDA Training 
• Keweenaw Bay Ojibwa Community College: CDA 

Training 
• Lake Michigan College: CDA Training 
• Lansing Community College: CDA Training 
• Monroe County Community College: CDA Training 
• Montcalm Community College: CDA Training 
• Mott Community College: CDA Training 
• Northwestern Michigan College: CDA Training 
• Oakland Community College: CDA Training 
• Schoolcraft College: CDA Training 
• Washtenaw Community College: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• Michigan Early Childhood Apprenticeship 
• Michigan Registered Apprenticeships Report 

CDA funding:  
• TEACH Early Childhood Michigan 

Minnesota The CDA with additional 
experience (1560 hours as an 
assistant teacher, aide, or 
student intern) qualifies as 
teacher. The CDA meets the 
requirements for assistant 
teachers. The CDA qualifies at 
level 6.  
 
State information: 
• Minnesota Achieve Career 

Lattice 
• Minnesota Administrative 

Rules 
 
 

Colleges and universities offering course credit for the 
CDA: 
• Minnesota North College: CDA Credit for Prior 

Learning 
• Pine Technical and Community College: CDA 

Articulation 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training: 
• Concordia University, St. Paul: CDA Training 
• Hennepin Technical College: CDA Training 
• Minnesota State College Southeast: CDA Training 
• Minnesota West Community and Technical College: 

CDA Training 
• Northland Community and Technical College: CDA 

Training 
• Rochester Community and Technical College: CDA 

Training 
• Saint Catherine University: CDA Training 
• Saint Cloud Technical and Community College: CDA 

Training 
• Saint Paul College: CDA Training (CDA offered as 

workforce training and continuing education) 

Career and technical education: 
• Minnesota Apprenticeship Program 

CDA funding: 
• TEACH Early Childhood Minnesota 
• Child Care Aware Minnesota 
• Minnesota Department of Children, Youth, and 

Families Child Development (CDA) Awards 

https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/CTE/cte_cluster/Education/Credential_Initiative_Fact_Sheet.pdf?rev=a17f1fb11475441a9d6c3b021fced07e
https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/CTE/cte_cluster/Education/Credential_Initiative_Fact_Sheet.pdf?rev=a17f1fb11475441a9d6c3b021fced07e
https://careertraining.cmich.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://www.grcc.edu/programs/fast-track-cda-formal-training-hours-certificate
https://kellogg.edu/academics/areas-of-study/education/ece/cda/
https://www.kbocc.edu/academics/certificate-programs/child-development/
https://www.kbocc.edu/academics/certificate-programs/child-development/
https://www.lakemichigancollege.edu/academics/child-development/child-development-advanced-certificate
https://www.lcc.edu/academics/education/child/overview.html
https://www.monroeccc.edu/programs/early-childhood-education
https://montcalm.edu/sub-header/academics/job-training-programs/child-development-associate-job-training-program
https://catalog.mcc.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=12&poid=1408
https://www.nmc.edu/programs/academic-programs/early-childhood-education/cda-training.html
https://www.oaklandcc.edu/programs/ece/
https://www.schoolcraft.edu/academics/education-human-social-services/early-childhood-education/
https://catalog.wccnet.edu/current/programs/ctcda.php
https://www.mwwc.org/early-childhood-education-apprenticeship
https://www.ecic4kids.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/ECIC.ECE_.RegisteredApprenticeships.5.22.23.pdf
https://miaeyc.org/t-e-a-c-h-scholarships/
https://www.mncpd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/MN-Career-Lattice.pdf
https://www.mncpd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/MN-Career-Lattice.pdf
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/9503.0032/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/9503.0032/
https://minnesotanorth.edu/programs/early-childhood-education/
https://minnesotanorth.edu/programs/early-childhood-education/
https://www.childcareawaremn.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Pine-Technical-and-Community-College-2020.pdf
https://www.childcareawaremn.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Pine-Technical-and-Community-College-2020.pdf
https://careertraining.csp.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based-voucher-included/
https://careertraining.hennepintech.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://careertraining.southeastmn.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based-voucher-included/
https://careertraining.ed2go.com/mnwest/training-programs/child-development-professional-voucher-included-faqs/
https://careertraining.ed2go.com/northlandccctp/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://careertraining.ed2go.com/northlandccctp/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://reoc.brockport.edu/courses/child-development-associate/
https://reoc.brockport.edu/courses/child-development-associate/
https://www.stkate.edu/academics/academic-programs/cfa-early-childhood-education
https://careerbuilding.stcloudstate.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://careerbuilding.stcloudstate.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://www.saintpaul.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/SPC-Course-Catalog-Fall-2025.pdf
https://www.childcareawaremn.org/providers/grants-and-scholarships/teach-scholarships/
https://www.childcareawaremn.org/providers/grants-and-scholarships/teach-scholarships/
https://www.childcareawaremn.org/providers/grants-and-scholarships/cda-awards/
https://dcyf.mn.gov/programs-directory/child-development-associate-cda-awards
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Mississippi The CDA qualifies early 
childhood educators as a 
“caregiver.” 
 
State information: 
• Mississippi First 
 
 
 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training: 
• Jones County Junior College: CDA Training 
• Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College: CDA 

Training 
• Mississippi State University: CDA Training 
• Tougaloo College: CDA Training 
• University of Mississippi: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• Mississippi Apprenticeship 

CDA funding: 
• TEACH Early Childhood Mississippi 

Missouri The CDA is available as a 
professional development 
option.  
 
State information: 
• Missouri Department of 

Education 
 

 
 
 
 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training: 
• East Central College: CDA Training 
• Mineral Area College: CDA Training 
• Metropolitan Community College (Kansas City): CDA 

Training 
• Moberly Area Community College: CDA Training 
• North Central Missouri College: CDA Training 
• State Fair Community College: CDA Training 
• Three Rivers College: CDA Training 
• University of Central Missouri: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• Successful Pathways St. Louis Registered 

Apprenticeships  
• LUME Early Childhood Apprenticeships (Saint Louis) 

CDA funding: 
• TEACH Early Childhood Missouri 

Montana 
 
 

The CDA meets level 3 on the 
Montana Early Childhood 
Project Career Path. 
 
State information: 
• Montana Early Childhood 

Project 
• Montana STARS to 

Quality 
 
 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training: 
• University of Montana Helena College: CDA Training 
• University of Montana Bitterroot College: CDA Training 

Career and technical education:  
• Montana Registered CDA Apprenticeship 

CDA funding: 
• National Accreditation and Credential Programs 
• Montana Early Childhood Project 
• Montana Early Childhood Incentive Program Funding 

for Apprenticeship 

https://www.mississippifirst.org/category/early-education/
https://catalog.jcjc.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=8&poid=1899&returnto=508
https://mgccc.edu/programs/schools/human-sciences-education/early-childhood-education-technology/
https://mgccc.edu/programs/schools/human-sciences-education/early-childhood-education-technology/
https://careertraining.msstate.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://careertraining.ed2go.com/tougaloo/training-programs/child-development-professional-voucher-included-outline/
https://careertraining.olemiss.edu/training-programs/child-development-professional-voucher-included/
https://msapprenticeship.works/
https://www.jsums.edu/earlyeducation/files/2014/10/MS_New_CDA_App-2014Fax.pdf
https://dese.mo.gov/childhood
https://dese.mo.gov/childhood
https://catalog.eastcentral.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=12&poid=986&print
https://mineralarea.edu/media/1940/child-development-associate-cda.pdf
https://mcckc.edu/programs/early-childhood-education/index.aspx
https://mcckc.edu/programs/early-childhood-education/index.aspx
https://www.macc.edu/aas-early-childhood/
https://www.ncmissouri.edu/academics/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2025/06/2025-2026-College-Catalog.pdf
https://www.sfccmo.edu/academics-programs/career-technology-center/programs-offered/
https://trcc.edu/academics/degrees-programs/early-childhood-development-cda/
https://careertraining.ucmo.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://www.ywcastl.org/what-we-do/head-start-and-early-head-start/successful-pathways/
https://www.ywcastl.org/what-we-do/head-start-and-early-head-start/successful-pathways/
https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/slate/slate-mo-career-center/lume-early-childhood.cfm
https://mochildcareaware.org/teach-missouri/
https://www.mtecp.org/media/5j4e24ku/2021-updated-career-path.pdf
https://www.mtecp.org/media/5j4e24ku/2021-updated-career-path.pdf
https://www.raisemt.org/stars
https://www.raisemt.org/stars
https://careertraining.helenacollege.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://careertraining.bitterroot.umt.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based-voucher-included/
https://www.mtecp.org/incentive-program
https://familyconnectionsmt.org/providers/national-accreditation-and-credential-programs/
https://www.mtecp.org/incentive-program
https://mtecp-staging.newworldnow.com/incentive-program
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Nebraska The CDA qualifies non-
certified educators for center, 
pre-K center, or school-age 
center employment.  
 
State information: 
• Nebraska Department of 

Education: CDA Pathways  
• Nebraska Career 

Pathways Guide 
 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:  
• Central Community College: CDA Training 
• Metropolitan Community College: CDA Training 
• Nebraska Indian Community College: CDA Training 
• Northeast Community College: CDA Training 
 
Also see: University of Nebraska Buffett Early Childhood 
Institute: CDA Navigator Support 

Career and technical education: 
• Nebraska Apprenticeship Program 
• Northeast Community College: CDA 

Training/Apprenticeship 

CDA funding: 
• TEACH Early Childhood Nebraska  
• CDA Scholarship Project 

Nevada The CDA qualifies educators 
for ECE level 2, along with 
approved direct experience.  
 
State information: 
• Nevada ECE Career 

Ladder 
• Nevada Registry 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training: 
• Nevada State University: CDA Training 
• Truckee Meadows Community College: CDA Training 
• University of Nevada Reno Extension: CDA Training 

CDA funding: 
• TEACH Early Childhood Nevada 

New Hampshire The CDA qualifies educators 
as a lead teacher in a center 
program, along with continuing 
training. 
 
State information: 
• New Hampshire EC PD 

System Guidebook 
 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training: 
• Great Bay Community College: CDA Training 
• Nashua Community College: CDA Training 
• NHTI-Concord's Community College: CDA Training 
• University of New Hampshire: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• New Hampshire Early Childhood Apprenticeship 

Program 
• Community College of New Hampshire: ECE 

Apprenticeships 

CDA funding: 
• Community College System of New Hampshire Early 

Childhood Grant Program 
• TEACH Early Childhood New Hampshire 

https://www.education.ne.gov/oec/nebraskas-cda-pathways/#1738101524196-5b2bc5dd-f3c4
https://www.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/EC-Career-Advising-Guide-2021-1.pdf
https://www.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/EC-Career-Advising-Guide-2021-1.pdf
https://catalog.cccneb.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=52&poid=18350&returnto=5196
https://www.mccneb.edu/community-business/workforce-education/programs-and-certifications/community-human-services/child-development
https://www.thenicc.edu/academics/Guided-Pathways/Early-Childhood-Education.php
https://northeast.edu/degrees-and-programs/early-childhood-education
https://buffettinstitute.nebraska.edu/blog/nebraskas-new-cda-navigator-wants-to-help-early-educators-earn-key-certification
https://www.nebraskaaeyc.org/apprenticeships.html
https://northeast.edu/degrees-and-programs/early-childhood-apprenticeship
https://northeast.edu/degrees-and-programs/early-childhood-apprenticeship
https://www.nebraskaaeyc.org/teach.html
https://www.education.ne.gov/oec/cda-credentialing-scholarships/
https://www.nevadaregistry.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/CareerLadder.pdf
https://www.nevadaregistry.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/CareerLadder.pdf
https://www.nevadaregistry.org/ece-resources/educational-resources/child-development-associate-cda/
https://careertraining.nevadastate.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based-voucher-included/
https://careertraining.ed2go.com/tmcc/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://campus.extension.org/course/search.php?search=Child+Development+Associate
https://dwss.nv.gov/Care/Childcare-Quality-6-TEACH/
https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt476/files/documents2/nh-early-childhood-professional-development-guidebook-revised-2022.pdf
https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt476/files/documents2/nh-early-childhood-professional-development-guidebook-revised-2022.pdf
https://careertraining.greatbay.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://careertraining.ed2go.com/nctcnashua/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://careertraining.nhti.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://careertraining.unh.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based-voucher-included/
https://www.caphr.org/services/early-childhood-apprenticeship-program
https://www.caphr.org/services/early-childhood-apprenticeship-program
https://apprenticeshipnh.com/early-childhood-education-apprenticeships-a-place-to-grow/
https://apprenticeshipnh.com/early-childhood-education-apprenticeships-a-place-to-grow/
https://www.ccsnh.edu/paying-for-college/tuition/ccsnh-early-childhood-grant-programs/
https://www.ccsnh.edu/paying-for-college/tuition/ccsnh-early-childhood-grant-programs/
https://www.caphr.org/services/teach-nh
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State CDA® in State 
ECE Systems 

State Resources for CDA® Alignment in 
Higher Education 

New Jersey The CDA, with additional 
training and experience, 
qualifies an educator as a 
group teacher in center. 
infant-toddler educators are 
required for the CDA plus 6 
credits. 
 
State information: 
• New Jersey Core 

Knowledge 
 
 
 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training: 
• Bergen Community College: CDA Training 
• County College of Morries: CDA Training 
• Essex Community College: CDA Training 
• Hudson County Community College: CDA Training 
• New Jersey City University: CDA Training 
• Raritan Valley Community College: CDA Training 
• Rowan University: CDA Training 
• Thomas Edison State University: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• New Jersey Early Childhood Apprenticeship Pilot 
• New Jersey Office of Apprenticeship 

CDA funding: 
• Department of Human Services, Division of Family 

Development CDA Training Scholarships 
• New Jersey Workforce Registry CDA Scholarship 

New Mexico The CDA is available as a 
professional development 
option. 
 
State information: 
• New Mexico Early 

Childhood Education and 
Care Department  

 
 
 
  

Colleges and universities offering CDA training: 
• New Mexico State University: CDA Training 
• New Mexico State Alamogordo: CDA Training 
• University of New Mexico: CDA Training 
• Western New Mexico University: CDA Training 
 
Note: Navajo Head Start CDA Credentialing 

Career and technical education: 
• New Mexico Early Childhood Educator Apprenticeship 

Program 
• New Mexico Santa Fe Community College APRENDE 

Teacher Apprenticeship Program 

CDA funding: 
• Early Childhood Education and Care Department 

Scholarship 
• New Mexico CDA Assessment Voucher Program 

https://www.nj.gov/education/earlychildhood/b3/docs/coreknowledge.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/earlychildhood/b3/docs/coreknowledge.pdf
https://bergen.edu/ce/courses-programs/teacher-education-and-childcare/childhood-development/
https://www.ccm.edu/programs/child-development-cda/
https://catalog.essex.edu/about-academic-divisions/social-sciences-division/child-development-associate-certificate-achievement/
https://www.hccc.edu/programs-courses/academic-pathways/social-science/preschool-child-dev.html
https://www.njcu.edu/academics/adult-and-continuing-education/featured-programs/online-child-development-training
https://careertraining.raritanval.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://careertraining.rowan.edu/training-programs/child-development-professional-voucher-included/
https://www2.tesu.edu/oplr/client.php?client=CDA
https://www.nj.gov/labor/lwdhome/press/2025/20250430_Early_Childhood.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/labor/career-services/apprenticeship/
https://www.childcarenj.gov/Providers/Grants/CDA-College
https://www.childcareed.com/a/nj-workforce-registry-cda-scholarship.html
https://www.nmececd.org/
https://www.nmececd.org/
https://www.nmececd.org/
https://catalogs.nmsu.edu/grants/degree-certificate-programs/early-childhood-education/child-development-certificate-completion/
https://careertraining.ed2go.com/nmsuace/training-programs/child-development-professional-voucher-included/
https://careertraining.unm.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://careertraining.wnmu.edu/training-programs/child-development-professional-voucher-included/
https://www.navajohs.com/services/professional-development/cda-credentialing/
https://www.dws.state.nm.us/en-us/Apprenticeship-Programs/Early-Childhood-Educator-Birth-to-Age-5
https://www.dws.state.nm.us/en-us/Apprenticeship-Programs/Early-Childhood-Educator-Birth-to-Age-5
https://www.sfcc.edu/aprende/
https://www.sfcc.edu/aprende/
https://ececdscholarship.org/scholarship-information/
https://www.nmececd.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/PRQI_CDA-Assessment-Flyer_ENG_SPAN.pdf
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State CDA® in State 
ECE Systems 

State Resources for CDA® Alignment in 
Higher Education 

New York The CDA qualifies educators 
in infant, toddler, and pre-K 
classrooms. In New York City 
Public Schools, the CDA 
qualifies educators as an 
assistant teacher in pre-K.  
 
 State information: 
• New York State Office of 

Children and Family 
Services 

 
 
 
 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training: 
• Cuny School of Professional Studies: CDA Training 
• Excelsior University: CDA Training 
• Farmingdale State College: CDA Training 
• Molloy University: CDA Training 
• Monroe Community College: CDA Training  
• North Country Community College: CDA Training 
• Rockefeller College University at Albany: CDA 

Training 
• SUNY Schenectady County Community College: CDA 

Training 
• CUNY New York School of Professional Studies: CDA 

Training 

Career and technical education: 
• New York State Registered Apprenticeship 
• New York City Early Childhood Apprenticeship 

Program 

CDA funding: 
• Educational Incentive Scholarship  
• New York Early Childhood Workforce Scholarship 

North Carolina The CDA fulfills criteria for 
infant, toddler, or preschool 
educators in an early 
childhood program.  
 
State information: 
• NCDHHS Lead Teacher 

Requirement 
• 10ANCAC 09.0704 

Administrator CDA 
• NC General Assembly 

2023 
 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training: 
• North Carolina Central University: CDA Training 
• North Country Community College: CDA Training 
• Surry Community College: CDA Training 
• University of North Carolina Wilmington: CDA Training 
• Wake Technical Community College: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• North Carolina Pre-Apprenticeship Pathway 
• North Carolina Early Childhood Educator 

Apprenticeship 
• Blue Ridge Community College Early Childhood 

Education Apprenticeship 
• Durham County Pre-K Apprenticeship 
• Early Years Early Childhood Educator Apprenticeship 

Program 
• Fayetteville Technical Community College: Career and 

Technical Education 

CDA funding: 
• TEACH Early Childhood North Carolina 

https://ocfs.ny.gov/programs/childcare/training/
https://ocfs.ny.gov/programs/childcare/training/
https://ocfs.ny.gov/programs/childcare/training/
https://sps.cuny.edu/cda
https://careertraining.excelsior.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://www.farmingdale.edu/provost/microcredentials/microcredentials/child-development-associate.shtml
https://www.molloy.edu/academics/additional-programs/continuing-education/certificate-programs/child-care/
https://www.monroecc.edu/etsdbs/MCCatPub.nsf/Microcredentials-Web/B343BEC6D33B71E085258C2F006FBFBB?OpenDocument&Catalog
https://www.nccc.edu/child-development-associate/
https://www.ecetp.pdp.albany.edu/eip.aspx
https://www.ecetp.pdp.albany.edu/eip.aspx
https://www.suny.edu/microcredentials/programs/20432/
https://www.suny.edu/microcredentials/programs/20432/
https://sps.cuny.edu/academics/certificates/child-development-associate-certificate
https://sps.cuny.edu/academics/certificates/child-development-associate-certificate
https://dol.ny.gov/apprenticeship/overview
https://earlychildhoodny.org/cdsc/apprenticeship_home.php
https://earlychildhoodny.org/cdsc/apprenticeship_home.php
https://ocfs.ny.gov/programs/childcare/training/costs.php
https://earlychildhoodny.org/cdsc/EC_workforce_scholarship.php
https://ncchildcare.ncdhhs.gov/Portals/0/documents/pdf/G/Guidelines_Child_Care_Providers_For_Educational_Assessments.pdf
https://ncchildcare.ncdhhs.gov/Portals/0/documents/pdf/G/Guidelines_Child_Care_Providers_For_Educational_Assessments.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2023/Bills/Senate/PDF/S722v3.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2023/Bills/Senate/PDF/S722v3.pdf
https://careertraining.nccu.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based-voucher-included/
https://www.nccc.edu/child-development-associate/
https://catalog.surry.edu/content.php?catoid=4&navoid=768
https://careertraining.uncw.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://onlinecareertraining.waketech.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://www.nccareerlaunch.org/career-pathways/early-childhood-education
https://www.nccommunitycolleges.edu/businesses/apprenticeships/success-stories/early-years-registers-first-statewide-early-childhood-educator-apprenticeship-in-north-carolina/
https://www.nccommunitycolleges.edu/businesses/apprenticeships/success-stories/early-years-registers-first-statewide-early-childhood-educator-apprenticeship-in-north-carolina/
https://www.blueridge.edu/programs-courses/apprenticeships/early-childhood-education-apprenticeship/
https://www.blueridge.edu/programs-courses/apprenticeships/early-childhood-education-apprenticeship/
https://www.durhamprek.org/apprenticeship/
https://www.earlyyearsnc.org/2022/09/15/early-childhood-educator-apprenticeship-program-a-pathway-to-build-competencies-and-pay/
https://www.earlyyearsnc.org/2022/09/15/early-childhood-educator-apprenticeship-program-a-pathway-to-build-competencies-and-pay/
https://www.faytechcc.edu/academics/hsc/career-technical-education-pathways/
https://www.faytechcc.edu/academics/hsc/career-technical-education-pathways/
https://www.earlyyearsnc.org/programs/teach-north-carolina/apply/
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State CDA® in State 
ECE Systems 

State Resources for CDA® Alignment in 
Higher Education 

North Dakota The CDA qualifies educators 
as teachers in a preschool. 
The CDA and additional 
preparation fulfill Level E, 
family or group child care, 
center lead teacher, 
preschool lead teacher, 
infant-toddler teacher or 
teacher assistant in 
accredited program.  
 
State information: 
• North Dakota 73.2.10 

Child Center Early 
Childhood Services  

• Growing Futures Career 
Pathways 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:  
• University of North Dakota: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• North Dakota Apprenticeship 
• North Dakota High School CDA CTE Pathway 

CDA funding:  
• Child Care Aware Scholarships 
• North Dakota Department of Public Instruction 
• CDA PD Specialist Incentive 

Ohio The CDA meets early 
childhood career path level 3.  
 
State information:  
• Ohio Career Pathways 

Level Model 
• Ohio Department of 

Education and Workforce  
 
 
 
 
 

Colleges and universities offering course credit for 
the CDA: 
• Cuyahoga Community College: CDA Credit for Prior 

Learning 
• Owens Community College: CDA Credit for Prior 

Learning 
• Ohio Technical College: CDA Credit for Prior Learning  
• Ohio State University: CDA Credit for Prior Learning  

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:  
• Cincinnati State University: CDA Training 
• Clark State College: CDA Training Columbus State 

Community College: CDA Training 
• Ohio State University Extension: CDA Training 
• Ohio State University Regional Higher Education: 

CDA Training 
• Owens Community College: CDA Training 
• Rhodes State College: CDA Training 
• Sinclair College: CDA Training   
• University of Cincinnati: CDA Training 
• Columbus State Community College: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• Ohio Registered Apprenticeship 

CDA funding:  
• TEACH Early Childhood Ohio 

https://ndlegis.gov/information/acdata/pdf/75-03-10.pdf
https://ndlegis.gov/information/acdata/pdf/75-03-10.pdf
https://ndlegis.gov/information/acdata/pdf/75-03-10.pdf
https://www.childcareed.com/a/north-dakota-growing-futures-career-pathways-a-clear-guide-to-professional-advancement.html
https://www.childcareed.com/a/north-dakota-growing-futures-career-pathways-a-clear-guide-to-professional-advancement.html
https://careertraining.und.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://www.cte.nd.gov/apprenticeship
https://southdakotasearchlight.com/2023/07/07/sd-high-school-course-cda-child-development-associate-certification-become-daycare-workers/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Kni_2_HO8UqGyB-SAQYdtlqBHh-E6RpNougkoiMnHvVUQU5FRE9EQThBM1ZXNTc0M0o3UlAySVVFViQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/familiescommunity/students/north-dakota-scholarship
https://www.hhs.nd.gov/cfs/early-childhood-services/incentives-and-stipends/cda-pd-specialist-incentive
https://d2hfgw7vtnz2tl.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/opr-cpl-model-guidance-document-1.pdf
https://d2hfgw7vtnz2tl.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/opr-cpl-model-guidance-document-1.pdf
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-s-Graduation-Requirements/Contacts-and-Resources/Industry-Recognized-Credentials/Industry-Recognized-Credentials-by-Career-Field/Education-and-Training
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-s-Graduation-Requirements/Contacts-and-Resources/Industry-Recognized-Credentials/Industry-Recognized-Credentials-by-Career-Field/Education-and-Training
https://www.tri-c.edu/programs/teacher-education/early-childhood-education/cda-credential-by-pass-credit.html
https://www.tri-c.edu/programs/teacher-education/early-childhood-education/cda-credential-by-pass-credit.html
https://www.owens.edu/teachereducation/cdatoassociate/
https://www.owens.edu/teachereducation/cdatoassociate/
https://www.cotc.edu/degrees-certificates/early-childhood-education-technology
https://online.osu.edu/associate-degree/aa-early-childhood-development-education/
https://www.cincinnatistate.edu/academics/degree-certificate/child-development-associate-credential-cdac/
https://careertraining.ed2go.com/clarkstate/training-programs/child-development-professional-voucher-included/
https://www.cscc.edu/academics/departments/early-childhood-development/index.shtml
https://fcs.osu.edu/programs/healthy-relationships/early-childhood-education/education/cda
https://careertraining.ed2go.com/ohio/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://www.owens.edu/teachereducation/cdatoassociate/
https://www.rhodesstate.edu/academic-programs/child-development-associate-certificate.html
https://sinclair.edu/program/params/programCode/CDA-S-STC/
https://www.cech.uc.edu/about/centers/arlitt/online-cda-professional-education.html
https://www.cscc.edu/academics/departments/early-childhood-development/index.shtml
https://jfs.ohio.gov/job-services-and-unemployment/job-services/job-programs-and-services/apprentice-ohio/apprentice-ohio
https://occrra.org/workforce-development/teach-early-childhood-ohio-overview/
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State CDA® in State 
ECE Systems 

State Resources for CDA® Alignment in 
Higher Education 

Oklahoma The CDA meets requirements 
for educators in birth through 
age five and out of school 
time care. The CDA meets 
requirements for 
paraprofessionals in child 
development.  
 
State information: 
• Oklahoma Licensing 

Regulations for Child 
Care Programs  

• Oklahoma Director’s 
Credential  

 
 
 
 

Colleges and universities offering course credit for 
the CDA: 
• Oklahoma City Community College: CDA Credit for 

Prior Learning 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:   
• Carl Albert State College: CDA Training 
• Central Tech Community College: CDA Training 
• Northern Oklahoma College: CDA Training 
• Oklahoma City Community College: CDA Training 
• Oklahoma State University Oklahoma City: CDA 

Training 
• Redlands Community College: CDA Training 
• Seminole State College: CDA Training  
• Tri County Tech Community College: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• Oklahoma Registered Apprenticeship 

CDA funding: 
• Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education 

Assessment Scholarship 
• Tulsa Community College Child Development 

Scholarships 
• Oklahoma Scholars for Excellence in Child Care 

Oregon The CDA meets early 
education level 7 for teacher 
qualifications for licensed 
child care centers for infant, 
toddler, and preschool and 
meets level 7.5 with an 
additional 8 credits. 
 
State information:  
• Oregon ECE Licensing 

Rules  
• Oregon Registry Steps  
   
 
 
 

Colleges and universities offering course credit for 
the CDA:    
• The Oregon Department of Early Learning and Care 

states that students with a CDA may receive from 9 – 
15 college credits in community colleges, 

• Oregon Coast Community College: CDA Credit for 
Prior Learning 

• Southwestern Oregon Community College: CDA 
Credit for Prior Learning 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:   
• Oregon State University Cascades: CDA Training 
• Rogue Community College: CDA Training  

Career and technical education: 
• Oregon Early Childhood Educator Apprenticeship  
• Southern Oregon Early Childhood Education 

Apprenticeship Program 

CDA funding: 
• Oregon Family Child Care Scholarship 
• Betty Gray Early Childhood Scholarship Program 

https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/okdhs/documents/okdhs-publication-library/14-05.pdf
https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/okdhs/documents/okdhs-publication-library/14-05.pdf
https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/okdhs/documents/okdhs-publication-library/14-05.pdf
https://www.cceionline.com/pdf/OklahomaDirectorCredential.pdf
https://www.cceionline.com/pdf/OklahomaDirectorCredential.pdf
https://www.occc.edu/scholars/credentials/
https://www.occc.edu/scholars/credentials/
https://carlalbert.edu/2023/06/29/child-development/
https://centraltech.edu/short-classes/early-childhood-development/
https://www.noc.edu/academics/academic-divisions/social-science-division1/child-development/
https://www.occc.edu/scholars/credentials/
https://careertraining.osuokc.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based-voucher-included/
https://careertraining.osuokc.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based-voucher-included/
https://www.redlandscc.edu/child-development/
https://www.sscok.edu/academics/degree-programs/business-and-education/child-development-certificate/index.html
https://tricountytech.edu/adult/cda?srsltid=AfmBOoo2UzWqOpX0_K-CyL091bUK8zeznYmqkw-fm38s_foe2JEDTvM5
https://oklahoma.gov/careertech/business-and-industry/workforce-and-economic-development/apprenticeship-oklahoma.html
https://okhighered.org/scholars/cda-assessment/
https://okhighered.org/scholars/cda-assessment/
https://www.tulsacc.edu/paying-college/scholarships-waivers/child-development-scholarships
https://www.tulsacc.edu/paying-college/scholarships-waivers/child-development-scholarships
https://oklahoma.gov/okdhs/services/cc/trainingscholars.html
https://www.oregon.gov/delc/providers/pages/child-care-rules.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/delc/providers/pages/child-care-rules.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gfgV5p2nuXue87FSi1gP2xjSPWSpv_4z/view
https://www.oregon.gov/delc/providers/pages/pathways-to-higher-ed.aspx
https://catalog.oregoncoastcc.org/early-childhood-education/early-childhood-education-career-pathway-certificate
https://catalog.oregoncoastcc.org/early-childhood-education/early-childhood-education-career-pathway-certificate
https://ecatalog.socc.edu/programsaz/associate-science-childhood-education-family-studies-emphasis/
https://ecatalog.socc.edu/programsaz/associate-science-childhood-education-family-studies-emphasis/
https://osucascades.edu/early-childhood-career-development-program
https://www.roguecc.edu/catalog2022-23/Maps/ecee-Cert.asp
https://www.oregon.gov/boli/apprenticeship/pages/trade-details.aspx?trade=E+Childhood+Educator
https://www.sowib.org/ece
https://www.sowib.org/ece
https://www.childcareed.com/grant-16-oregon-family-child-care-scholarship.html
https://www.oraeyc.org/scholarships
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State Resources for CDA® Alignment in 
Higher Education 

Pennsylvania The CDA qualifies at level A 
in the career pathway for 
teaching and support staff in 
birth to five settings and out-
of-school time care. 
 
The CDA is equivalent to nine 
credit hours from an 
accredited college in 
elementary education or child 
development, plus one year 
of experience with children.  
  
State information: 
• PA ECE Career Pathway 

Levels 
• Pennsylvania Key 
 

Colleges and universities offering course credit for 
the CDA: 
• Bucks County Community College: CDA Credit for 

Prior Learning 
• Carlow University: CDA Credit for Prior Learning 
• Community College of Philadelphia: CDA Credit for 

Prior Learning 
• Delaware County Community College: CDA Credit for 

Prior Learning 
• Northern Pennsylvania Regional College: CDA Credit 

for Prior Learning 
• Northampton Community College: CDA Credit for 

Prior Learning 
• Penn State York: CDA Credit for Prior Learning 
• Shippensburg University: CDA Credit for Prior 

Learning 
• Westmoreland County Community College: CDA 

Credit for Prior Learning 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:  
• Bucks County Community College: CDA Training 
• Community College of Philadelphia: CDA Training 
• Delaware County Community College: CDA Training 
• Esperanza College of Eastern University: CDA 

Training 
• Indiana University of Pennsylvania: CDA Training 
• Keystone College: CDA Training 
• Northern Pennsylvania Regional College: CDA 

Training 
• Northampton Community College: CDA Training 
• Penn Foster College: CDA Training 
• Penn State Extension: CDA Training 
• Pennsylvania College of Technology: CDA Training 
• Pennsylvania State University York: CDA Training  
• Shippensburg University: CDA Training 
• University of Pennsylvania: CDA Training 
• Westmoreland County Community College: CDA 

Training 

Career and technical education: 
• Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Career and Technical 

Education 
• Keystone College: CDA Apprenticeships 
• Pennsylvania Early Childhood Educator 

Apprenticeships 

https://www.pakeys.org/career-pathway-levels/
https://www.pakeys.org/career-pathway-levels/
https://www.pakeys.org/cda/
https://www.bucks.edu/career-professional-development/child-dev-associate/
https://www.bucks.edu/career-professional-development/child-dev-associate/
https://tryingtogether.org/professional-development/child-development-associate/
https://www.ccp.edu/academic-offerings/professional-development/non-credit-courses/child-development-associate
https://www.ccp.edu/academic-offerings/professional-development/non-credit-courses/child-development-associate
https://www.dccc.edu/program/child-development-associate-certificate-of-competency-eca/
https://www.dccc.edu/program/child-development-associate-certificate-of-competency-eca/
https://regionalcollegepa.org/programs/child-development-associate/
https://regionalcollegepa.org/programs/child-development-associate/
https://www.northampton.edu/education-and-training/programs/early-childhood-education.html
https://www.northampton.edu/education-and-training/programs/early-childhood-education.html
https://www.york.psu.edu/adult-learners/professional-development/child-development-associate
https://workforce.ship.edu/tuition-free-child-development-associate-credential/
https://workforce.ship.edu/tuition-free-child-development-associate-credential/
https://westmoreland.edu/academics/programs/early-childhood-education.html
https://westmoreland.edu/academics/programs/early-childhood-education.html
https://www.bucks.edu/career-professional-development/child-dev-associate/
https://www.ccp.edu/academic-offerings/professional-development/non-credit-courses/child-development-associate
https://www.dccc.edu/program/child-development-associate-certificate-of-competency-eca/
https://esperanza.eastern.edu/portfolio/child-development-associate-certification-cda-program/
https://esperanza.eastern.edu/portfolio/child-development-associate-certification-cda-program/
https://careertraining.iup.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://www.keystone.edu/project/child-development-associate-credential-cda/
https://regionalcollegepa.org/programs/child-development-associate/
https://regionalcollegepa.org/programs/child-development-associate/
https://www.northampton.edu/education-and-training/programs/early-childhood-education.html
https://www.pennfoster.edu/programs/education/cda-prep-undergraduate-certificate
https://extension.psu.edu/programs/betterkidcare/cda
https://onlinetraining.pct.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://www.york.psu.edu/adult-learners/professional-development/child-development-associate
https://workforce.ship.edu/tuition-free-child-development-associate-credential/
https://www.gse.upenn.edu/penn-learning-network/certificates
https://westmoreland.edu/academics/programs/early-childhood-education.html
https://westmoreland.edu/academics/programs/early-childhood-education.html
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/education/programs-and-services/instruction/career-and-technical-education
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/education/programs-and-services/instruction/career-and-technical-education
https://www.keystone.edu/academics/majors/education/apprenticeship-programs/students-apprentices/
https://www.pakeys.org/apprenticeship/
https://www.pakeys.org/apprenticeship/
https://www.pakeys.org/apprenticeship/
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ECE Systems 

State Resources for CDA® Alignment in 
Higher Education 

Pennsylvania 
(continued) 

 CDA funding: 
• The Pennsylvania Key CDA Voucher Program 
• Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education and 

ECE Professional Development Organization 
(ECEPDO): ECEPDO Tuition Assistance 

• Tuition Assistance Program (TAP) 
• TEACH Early Childhood Pennsylvania 

Rhode Island The CDA plus additional 
experience qualifies a teacher 
in center-based programs 
and a provider in family child 
care. The CDA plus three-
credit hours in ECE meets 
requirements for a level 2 
teacher assistant. The CDA 
plus 9 credit hours in ECE 
meets level 3.   
 
State information: 
• Rhode Island Early 

Educator Higher 
Education Career 
Pathways 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:  
• Community College of Rhode Island: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Career and Technical 

Education 
• TEACH Rhode Island DHS Infant/Toddler Registered 

Apprenticeship 
• Rhode Island Early Childhood Education Training 

Program 

CDA funding: 
• TEACH Early Childhood Rhode Island 

South Carolina The CDA qualifies educators 
as level 3 on the career path. 
 
State information: 
• South Carolina ECE 

Career Path 
 
 
 
 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:  
• Midlands Technical College: CDA Training 
• University of South Carolina Lancaster: CDA Training 
• University of South Carolina Sumpter: CDA Training 
• Craven University: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• South Carolina Apprenticeship 

CDA funding: 
• TEACH Early Childhood South Carolina  
• SCECA Education Scholarship 

South Dakota The CDA qualifies educators 
at professional pathway level 
3. 
 
State information: 
• Department of Social 

Services Pathways to 
Professional 
Development 

• Guide to Child Care 
Licensing Rules and 
Resources 

Colleges and universities offering course credit for 
the CDA: 
• South Dakota State University: CDA Credit for Prior 

Learning 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:  
• South Dakota State University: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• South Carolina Apprenticeship 

CDA funding: 
• N/A 

https://www.pakeys.org/cda-voucher/
https://ecepdopasshe.org/get-started/
https://www.keystone.edu/academics/majors/education/ece-degree-tuition-and-funding/
https://ecepdopasshe.org/teach-funding-program/
https://rikidscount.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/RI-Early-Educator-Post-Secondary-Career-Pathways-Barriers-and-Proposed-Solutions-2022.pdf
https://rikidscount.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/RI-Early-Educator-Post-Secondary-Career-Pathways-Barriers-and-Proposed-Solutions-2022.pdf
https://rikidscount.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/RI-Early-Educator-Post-Secondary-Career-Pathways-Barriers-and-Proposed-Solutions-2022.pdf
https://rikidscount.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/RI-Early-Educator-Post-Secondary-Career-Pathways-Barriers-and-Proposed-Solutions-2022.pdf
https://careertraining.ccri.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based-voucher-included/
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/education/programs-and-services/instruction/career-and-technical-education
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/education/programs-and-services/instruction/career-and-technical-education
https://teach-ri.org/dhs-it-ra/
https://teach-ri.org/dhs-it-ra/
https://dhs.ri.gov/programs-and-services/child-care/child-care-providers-staff-resources/workforce-development#:~:text=Infant%20Toddler%20Registered%20Apprenticeship%20(CCRI,,%20portable,%20nationally%20recognized%20credential.
https://dhs.ri.gov/programs-and-services/child-care/child-care-providers-staff-resources/workforce-development#:~:text=Infant%20Toddler%20Registered%20Apprenticeship%20(CCRI,,%20portable,%20nationally%20recognized%20credential.
https://teach-ri.org/cda-scholarship/#:~:text=The%20CDA%20Assessment%20Scholarship%20provides,attainment%20of%20the%20CDA%20Credential.
https://www.scchildcare.org/media/7170/ECE_Career_Path.pdf
https://www.scchildcare.org/media/7170/ECE_Career_Path.pdf
https://www.midlandstech.edu/programs-and-courses/education-and-public-service/early-childhood-development-academic-certificate
https://careertraininglancaster.sc.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://careertrainingsumter.sc.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://scworks.org/employer/education-and-training/registered-apprenticeships
https://scendeavors.org/professional-development/teach/
https://sceca.org/page-18233
https://dss.sd.gov/childcare/pathways.aspx
https://dss.sd.gov/childcare/pathways.aspx
https://dss.sd.gov/childcare/pathways.aspx
https://dss.sd.gov/docs/childcare/licensing/Licensing_Handbook.pdf
https://dss.sd.gov/docs/childcare/licensing/Licensing_Handbook.pdf
https://www.sdstate.edu/child-family-resource-network/south-dakota-child-development-associate
https://www.sdstate.edu/child-family-resource-network/south-dakota-child-development-associate
https://www.sdstate.edu/child-family-resource-network/south-dakota-child-development-associate
https://dlr.sd.gov/workforce_services/individuals/training_opportunities/apprenticeship.aspx
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Tennessee The CDA and additional 
annual training requirements 
qualify educators as a child 
care center teacher.  
 
The highest-quality rating in 
Tennessee requires half of 
educators in licensed 
programs to have three years 
of early childhood experience 
and documentation of 
enrollment in CDA 
preparation. 
 
State information: 
• Tennessee Dept of 

Human Services 
Licensure Rules for Child 
Care Agencies  

• Tennessee Department of 
Education CDA 
Credential Guidelines  

• Tennesseans for Quality 
Early Education 

 
 

Colleges and universities offering course credit for 
the CDA: 
• Volunteer State University: CDA Credit for Prior 

Learning 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:  
• Austin Peay State University: CDA Training 
• Chattanooga State Community College: CDA Training 
• Middle Tennessee State University: CDA Training 
• Motlow State Community College: CDA Training 
• Nashville State Community College: CDA Training 
• Northeast State Community College: CDA Training 
• Pellissippi State Community College: CDA Training 
• Roane State Community College: CDA Training 
• Southwest Tennessee Community College: CDA 

Training 
• Tennessee Colleges of Applied Technology: CDA 

Training 
• Tennessee State University: CDA Training 
• Tennessee Tech University: CDA Training 
• University of Tennessee Knoxville: CDA Training 
• University of Tennessee Martin: CDA Training 
• Walters State Community College: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• Tennessee Early Childhood Apprenticeship Program 

CDA funding: 
• Tennessee Early Childhood Training Alliance 

(TECTA) 

Texas 
 

Educators are required to 
have a high school diploma 
and ongoing training. The 
CDA is a professional 
development option.  
 
State information: 
• Texas Minimum 

Standards for Child-Care 
Centers 

Colleges and universities offering course credit for 
the CDA: 
• Alamo Colleges District, San Antonio College: CDA 

Credit for Prior Learning 
• Central Texas College: CDA Credit for Prior Learning 

https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/1240/1240-04/1240-04-01.20220629.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/1240/1240-04/1240-04-01.20220629.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/ccte/edu/cte_sic_edu_CDA_guidelines.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/ccte/edu/cte_sic_edu_CDA_guidelines.pdf
https://www.tqee.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/23.09.01_Tennessee-Training-and-Educational-Resources_Final.pdf
https://www.tqee.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/23.09.01_Tennessee-Training-and-Educational-Resources_Final.pdf
https://www.volstate.edu/academics/social-science-and-education/early-childhood-education/technical-certificate/courses
https://www.volstate.edu/academics/social-science-and-education/early-childhood-education/technical-certificate/courses
https://careertraining.apsu.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://www.chattanoogastate.edu/early-childhood-education-technical-certificate
https://careertraining.mtsu.edu/training-programs/child-development-professional-voucher-included/
https://www.motlow.edu/academics/programs/education/index.html
https://ww2.nscc.edu/wconnect/ace1/CourseStatus.awp1?&course=GES131
https://careertraining.northeaststate.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://catalog.pstcc.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=14&poid=1899
https://www.roanestate.edu/?5594-Early-Childhood-Education-Program-AAS
https://southwest.tn.edu/tecta/cdasupport.php
https://southwest.tn.edu/tecta/cdasupport.php
https://onlinetraining.tcatknoxville.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://onlinetraining.tcatknoxville.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://careertraining.ed2go.com/tnstate/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://www.tntech.edu/cahe/pdf/cdaflyer.pdf
https://careertraining.utk.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://careertraining.utm.edu/training-programs/child-development-professional-voucher-included/?Category=teacher-professional-development
https://ws.edu/academics/programs/tc/early-childhood-education.aspx
https://tecta.info/get-started/tecta-apprenticeship-program/
https://www.etsu.edu/coe/child/tecta/
https://www.etsu.edu/coe/child/tecta/
https://www.hhs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/documents/doing-business-with-hhs/provider-portal/protective-services/ccl/min-standards/chapter-746-centers.pdf
https://www.hhs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/documents/doing-business-with-hhs/provider-portal/protective-services/ccl/min-standards/chapter-746-centers.pdf
https://www.hhs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/documents/doing-business-with-hhs/provider-portal/protective-services/ccl/min-standards/chapter-746-centers.pdf
https://www.alamo.edu/sac/academics/program-index/social-cultural-and-behavioral-studies/early-childhood-studies/
https://www.alamo.edu/sac/academics/program-index/social-cultural-and-behavioral-studies/early-childhood-studies/
https://www.ctcd.edu/students/current-ctc-students/evaluated-credit/credit-for-non-traditional-learning-experiences/child-development-cda-and-modules-work-experience/
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Texas 
(continued) 

 Colleges and universities offering CDA training:  
• Alamo Colleges District, San Antonio College: CDA 

Training 
• Angelina College: CDA Training 
• Central Texas College: CDA Training 
• Collin College: CDA Training 
• Dallas College: CDA Training 
• Houston Community College: CDA Training 
• Lamar Institute of Technology: CDA Training 
• South Texas College: CDA Training 
• Temple College: CDA Training 
• Texas A and M: CDA Training  
• Texas A and M, Corpus Christi: CDA Training 
• Texas State University: CDA Training 
• University of Texas at Arlington: CDA Training 
• University of Texas at El Paso: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• Texas Education Agency: Career and Technical 

Education 
• Texas Education Agency: High School CDA Pathways  

CDA funding: 
• TEACH Early Childhood Texas 

Utah The CDA qualifies educators 
at level 4 on Utah’s early 
childhood career ladder. 
 
State information: 
• Utah ECE Career Ladder 
 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:  
• Utah State University: CDA Training 
• Utah Valley University: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• Utah High School Career and Technical Education 
• Washington County School District: High School CTE 
• Weber State University: High School CTE  

CDA funding: 
• Utah Office of Child Care (OCC) and Utah Registry or 

Professional Development (URPD) Scholarships 

https://www.alamo.edu/sac/academics/program-index/social-cultural-and-behavioral-studies/early-childhood-studies/
https://www.alamo.edu/sac/academics/program-index/social-cultural-and-behavioral-studies/early-childhood-studies/
https://www.angelina.edu/business-technology-programs/child-and-family-development/
https://www.ctcd.edu/academics/programs-of-study/explore-academic-programs/public-service/child-development/
https://catalog.collin.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=3&poid=1029&returnto=105
https://www.dallascollege.edu/schools/education/cda/
https://www.hccs.edu/continuing-education/ce-programs/child-development-associate/
https://www.lit.edu/programs/healthcare-and-sciences/child-care-and-development/level-1-certificate
https://catalog.southtexascollege.edu/certificate-associate-degrees/division-social-behavioral-sciences/child-development/
https://www.templecollege.edu/programs/child-development.html
https://childcare.tamu.edu/child-development-associate-credential-training-prekindergarten/
https://www.tamucc.edu/research/research-engagement/wd/lp-certs/lp-ges131-child-development-associate.php
https://www.distancelearning.txst.edu/continuing-education/online-courses-programs/child-dev.html
https://eeccareertraining.uta.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://careertraining.utep.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/early-childhood-education/educator-resources/earning-a-child-development-associate-cda-through-career-and-technical-education-cte
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/early-childhood-education/educator-resources/earning-a-child-development-associate-cda-through-career-and-technical-education-cte
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/college-career-and-military-prep/career-and-technical-education/cte-cda-guidance-document.pdf
https://www.childcareed.com/grant-10-texas-teach-early-childhood-cda-assessment-fee-scholarship.html
https://jobs.utah.gov/occ/urpd/cdacred.pdf
https://eastern.usu.edu/childcare/providers/pd
https://careertraining.uvu.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://jobs.utah.gov/occ/urpd/credentials.html
https://www.washk12.org/cte/
https://www.weber.edu/chfam/highschoolstudents.html
https://jobs.utah.gov/occ/urpd/scholarships.html
https://jobs.utah.gov/occ/urpd/scholarships.html
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Vermont The CDA meets requirements 
for teacher assistants in 
center-based child care 
program for preschool and 
licensed FCC provider at 
level 2 on the early childhood 
career ladder. 
 
State information: 
• Vermont EC Career 

Ladder 
• Vermont Guidance 

Manuals for all Levels 
• Vermont Child Care 

Licensing Regulations 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:  
• Northern Lights at Community College of Vermont: 

CDA Training 
• Vermont State University: CDA Training 
• Vermont Technical College: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• Vermont Early Childhood Education Apprenticeship 

Program 

CDA funding: 
• CDA Assessment Fee Grant 
• TEACH Early Childhood Vermont 

Virginia The CDA qualifies educators 
at level 3 on the Virginia 
career lattice for 
paraprofessionals, family 
child care providers, assistant 
teachers, and aides.  
 
Virginia has a unified ECE 
program across community 
colleges: VA Community 
Colleges 
 
State information: 
• Virginia EC and Out of 

School Career Pathway 
 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:  
• Central Virginia Community College: CDA Training 
• Liberty University: CDA Training 
• Norfolk State University: CDA Training 
• Southwest Virginia Community College: CDA Training 
• Tidewater Community College: CDA Training 
• Virginia Peninsula Community College: CDA Training 
• Virginia Wesleyan University: CDA Training 
• Virginia Western Community College: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• Virginia Early Childhood Registered Apprenticeship 

CDA funding: 
• Virginia Child Care Provider Scholarship Program 
• Project Pathfinders 

Washington The CDA is a professional 
development option.  
Lead teachers must have an 
ECE initial certificate or within 
five years.  
 
State information: 
• Washington State 

Department of Children, 
Youth & Families Staff 
Qualifications 

 

Colleges and universities offering course credit for 
the CDA: 
• Everett Community College: CDA Credit for Prior 

Learning 
• Spokane Falls Community College: CDA Credit for 

Prior Learning 
• Eastern Washington University: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• Washington State Early Care and Education 

Apprenticeship 

CDA funding: 
• Washington State Department of Children, Youth & 

Families Scholarships 

https://dcf.vermont.gov/cdd/laws-rules/licensing
https://dcf.vermont.gov/cdd/laws-rules/licensing
https://northernlightsccv.org/resources/fundamentals-for-ec-professionals/
https://careertraining.vermontstate.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based-voucher-included/
https://cewd.vtc.edu/cewd/online-offerings/child-development-associate/
https://www.vtaeyc.org/apprenticeship/
https://www.vtaeyc.org/apprenticeship/
https://dcf.vermont.gov/cdd/providers/funding/staff
https://www.vtaeyc.org/teach/
https://courses.vccs.edu/colleges/tcc/programs/major/221-636-04.CareerStudiesCertificateChildDevelopment
https://courses.vccs.edu/colleges/tcc/programs/major/221-636-04.CareerStudiesCertificateChildDevelopment
https://dss.virginia.gov/files/division/cc/provider_training_development/intro_page/publications/career_pathways/career_pathways.pdf
https://dss.virginia.gov/files/division/cc/provider_training_development/intro_page/publications/career_pathways/career_pathways.pdf
https://careertraining.centralvirginia.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://ed2gocareertraining.liberty.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://careertraining.nsu.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based-voucher-included/
https://careertraining.ed2go.com/swcccwes/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://www.tcc.edu/programs/early-childhood-development/#Certifications
https://careertraining.vpcc.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based-voucher-included/
https://www.vwu.edu/academics/vwu-global/continuing-education/child-development-associate/
https://www.virginiawestern.edu/get-started/cpl/credit-for-credentials/early-childhood/
https://vecf.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/RegisteredApprenticeshipFAQ10-11-17.pdf
https://www.vaccscholarship.com/
https://vecf.org/pathfinders/
https://dcyf.wa.gov/sites/default/files/pubs/EPS_0037.pdf
https://dcyf.wa.gov/sites/default/files/pubs/EPS_0037.pdf
https://www.everettcc.edu/programs/communications/ece
https://www.everettcc.edu/programs/communications/ece
https://ccs.instructure.com/courses/2195489/pages/do-you-have-a-current-child-development-associate-credential-cda?module_item_id=95602061
https://ccs.instructure.com/courses/2195489/pages/do-you-have-a-current-child-development-associate-credential-cda?module_item_id=95602061
https://careertraining.ewu.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based-faqs/
https://lni.wa.gov/licensing-permits/apprenticeship/_docs/0632.pdf
https://lni.wa.gov/licensing-permits/apprenticeship/_docs/0632.pdf
https://dcyf.wa.gov/services/earlylearning-profdev/scholarships-incentives-awards
https://dcyf.wa.gov/services/earlylearning-profdev/scholarships-incentives-awards
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West Virginia The CDA qualifies educators 
at level 3 in the state career 
pathway, and with additional 
education and training, the 
CDA meets level 4. The CDA 
qualifies family child care 
educators.  
 
State information: 
• WV Legislative Rules DHS 

Child Care Centers 
 
 

Colleges and universities offering course credit for the 
CDA: 
• West Virginia University Parkersburg: CDA Credit for 

Prior Learning 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:  
• Blue Ridge Community and Technical College: CDA 

Training 
• Eastern West Virginia Community and Technical 

College: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• West Virginia Apprenticeship for Child Development 

Specialist (ACDS) 

CDA funding: 
• West Virginia STARS 

Wisconsin The CDA, an associate 
degree, or a bachelor’s degree 
is required for Head Start 
teachers. The CDA and 
related training meet level 6 on 
the registry career levels.   
 
State information: 
• Wisconsin Registry Career 

Levels 
• Wisconsin Administrative 

Code 
 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:  
• University of Wisconsin Whitewater: CDA Training 
• University of Wisconsin Green Bay: CDA Training 
• University of Wisconsin Oshkosh: CDA Training 
• University of Wisconsin River Falls: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• Wisconsin Registered Apprenticeships 
• Chippewa Valley Technical College ECE 

Apprenticeship 
• Fox Valley Technical College ECE Apprenticeship 
• Midstate Technical College ECE Apprenticeship 
• Moraine Park Technical College ECE Apprenticeship 
• Northeast Wisconsin Technical College ECE 

Apprenticeship 
• Western Technical College ECE Apprenticeship 

CDA funding:  
• TEACH Early Childhood Wisconsin 

Wyoming The CDA qualifies educators 
at level 3 in the Wyoming early 
childhood career lattice.  
 
State information: 
• Wyoming Department of 

Family Services 
• Wyoming Quality Counts 
 
 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:  
• Laramie County Community College: CDA Training 
• Northwest College: CDA Training 
• Sheridan College: CDA Training 

Career and technical education: 
• Wyoming Early Childhood Apprenticeship 

CDA funding: 
• Wyoming Quality Counts 

https://dhhr.wv.gov/bcf/Childcare/Documents/ChildCareCenterRegulationWeb.pdf
https://dhhr.wv.gov/bcf/Childcare/Documents/ChildCareCenterRegulationWeb.pdf
https://www.wvup.edu/academics/programs/child-development/
https://www.wvup.edu/academics/programs/child-development/
https://careertraining.blueridgectc.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://careertraining.blueridgectc.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://easternwv.edu/academics/early-childhood-development/
https://www.wvacds.org/
https://www.wvacds.org/
https://www.wvstars.org/scholarship
https://www.4cfc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Career_Levels_Commentary.pdf
https://www.4cfc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Career_Levels_Commentary.pdf
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/files/ccregulation/cclicensing/commentary/251-05.pdf
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/files/ccregulation/cclicensing/commentary/251-05.pdf
https://careertraining.uww.edu/training-programs/child-development-professional-voucher-included/
https://careertraining.uwgb.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://careertraining.uwosh.edu/training-programs/child-development-professional-voucher-included/
https://careertraining.uwrf.edu/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/apprenticeship/ra/
https://www.cvtc.edu/academics/apprenticeships/early-childhood-educator
https://www.cvtc.edu/academics/apprenticeships/early-childhood-educator
https://www.fvtc.edu/program/education-human-services/early-childhood-k12-education/50-307-1/early-childhood-educator-apprentice
https://www.mstc.edu/academic-programs/apprenticeships/early-childhood-educator
https://catalog.morainepark.edu/program-information/programs/early-childhood-educator-apprentice/
https://www.nwtc.edu/academics-and-training/early-childhood-educator-apprenticeship
https://www.nwtc.edu/academics-and-training/early-childhood-educator-apprenticeship
https://www.westerntc.edu/ECE-apprenticeship
https://wisconsinearlychildhood.org/programs/t-e-a-c-h/
https://dfs.wyo.gov/providers/child-care-2/
https://dfs.wyo.gov/providers/child-care-2/
https://dws.wyo.gov/dws-division/business-training-support-unit/wyoming-quality-counts/
https://careertraining.ed2go.com/laramieccc/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://careertraining.ed2go.com/nwc/training-programs/child-development-associate-center-based/
https://www.sheridan.edu/academics/education-early-childhood/
https://wyapprenticeships.com/industry/education/
https://dws.wyo.gov/dws-division/business-training-support-unit/wyoming-quality-counts/educators-corner/scholarships/
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State CDA® in State 
ECE Systems 

State Resources for CDA® Alignment in 
Higher Education 

Guam The CDA meets requirements 
for teachers in child care 
centers and is recognized in 
the center director pathway.  
 
Information: 
• Guam New and Renewal 

Child Care Facility 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:  
• Guam Community College: CDA Training 

Puerto Rico The CDA meets requirements 
for teachers in child care 
centers. 
 
Information: 
• Professional Development 

System Overview 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:  
• Not available  
 

Virgin Islands The CDA meets requirements 
for teachers in child care 
centers. 
 
Information:  
• Early Childhood Education 

Training Institutions 

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:  
• Not available 
 

United Arab 
Emirates 

The CDA is offered as a 
professional development 
option for child care staff. 
 
Information: 
• Not available.  

Colleges and universities offering CDA training:  
• Not available 

 

 
Note: This document was checked for accuracy on March 25, 2026. Information may change as 
additional institutions provide credit for prior learning for the CDA® or offer early childhood coursework 
that fulfills training requirements for the CDA.  
 
Some universities refer to the practice of offering academic coursework credit for the CDA credential as 
“Credit for Prior Learning” or “Prior Learning Credit.” Other institutions have formal articulation 
agreements that document coursework credits given to students who hold an active CDA credential.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://guamchildcare.com/sites/default/files/child-care-facility-application-packet-9.6.2024.pdf
https://guamchildcare.com/sites/default/files/child-care-facility-application-packet-9.6.2024.pdf
https://guamcc.edu/certificate-early-childhood-education
https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/PDW-state-profiles/PR_PD_System_Overview.pdf
https://www.cdacouncil.org/storage/documents/Directory_by_state/VIRGIN_ISLANDS2.pdf

